
for me too please, that I 
might get some good inspi-
ration for the talks I give to 
the priest. 

Next Saturday the parish 
pilgrimage for the Year of 
Mercy, to the shrines of 
Spain and Fatima will be 
leaving. As this is a nine 
day pilgrimage, I will be 
away for two Sundays. In 
my absence, Fr John Walsh 
will be celebrating the Sun-
day Masses in our church-
es. I am sure you will wel-
come him. If you have any 
prayer intentions, or re-
quests for Masses for us to 
take with us, please let me 
have these by Friday. They 
can be brought to Mass 
during the week, or hand-
ed in at the presbytery. I 
will, of course, be praying 
for all our parishes and 
parishioners while on pil-
grimage.  

Today’s Gospel shows us 
the need to persist in pray-
er. How have you got on 
with the two prayer chal-
lenges I put before you 
these last two weeks? If 
you remember: I asked you 
all to remember to say a 
Rosary, or at least part of a 
Rosary, each day, as it is 
the month of October. 
And last week I gave out 
the Church Renovation 
parish prayer cards and 
asked you to remember to 
pray these each day. The 
renewal of our parishes 
will only come when we 
bring about a prayer revo-
lution—turning back to 
prayer with a vengeance. 

Today I am pleased to wel-
come Paul Northam to the 
Masses at Kidsgrove, Bid-
dulph and Goldenhill. Un-
fortunately he can’t come 
to the evening Mass at 

Packmoor, but he has said 
he will come back in the 
next few weeks and speak 
there. Paul is our field 
worker from the Archdio-
cese supporting our 
‘Church Renovation’ initi-
ative. He will speak espe-
cially this week about the 
Alpha course, and will 
invite each of you to come 
to the information and 
training day at Newcastle 
on 12th November. I really 
want as many parishioners 
as possible to come to this. 
You can give your name 
after Mass to state your 
intention to come along.  

 This week I am around in 
the parish, but will be in 
Crewe during the day giv-
ing a retreat to the priests 
of the Marian Movement 
of Priests at Wistaston 
Hall. Please pray for the 
priests on retreat, and also 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Gianna Beretta Molla 

1922-1962 
Gianna was an Italian doc-
tor, wife and mother. 
Gianna married Pietro 
Molla in 1955, and had 
three children—Pierluigi, 
Mariolina and Laura. 
When she was pregnant 
again, in 1961, she found 
also that she had a tumour 
on her womb. She opted 
not to have a hysterecto-

my, which would have 
killed her unborn baby, but 
had an operation on the 
tumour itself. This led to 
her own death, but saved 
the baby—Gianna Eman-
uela. Although it is not 
required by Catholic teach-
ing to make such a sacri-
fice, Gianna showed mercy 
to her own child and  gave 
witness to the sanctity of 
unborn human life.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 15th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 16th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary Anne Phelan 

Twenty-Ninth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Stephen Holmes 

Sunday of the Year   1.00pm  Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 17th 9.15am    Holy Mass Donor’s Intention 

St Ignatius of Antioch 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Barbara Peterburs 

Tuesday 18th 9.15am    Mass or Word & Com-
munion 

 

St Luke   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   11.30am  Requiem Mass Pauline Wright RIP 

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 19th       

Feria       

Thursday 20th 
Feria 

6.00pm    Mass or Word & Com-
munion 

 

Friday 21st           9.15am  Holy Mass Teresa Foden 

Feria    6.00pm Holy Mass Special Intention 

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 22nd        6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Sick & Suffering (HK) 

St John Paul II       

Sunday 23rd 9.00am    Holy Mass  Patrick Phelan 

Thirtieth Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Meaney 

of the Year               6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the 

following intentions: 

St John’s: Blood & O’Grady Families; Tessa 
Foden; Jacky Smith  
St Joseph’s: Mary Heath 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to 
be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday 
evenings from 7pm to 8pm for 
enquiries regarding baptisms, 
weddings or any other matter. 
There will be a surgery this Mon-
day but there will  be no surgery 
on 24th October. 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for  
October 

That journalists, in carrying out their work, 
may always be motivated by respect for truth 
and a strong sense of ethics. 
That World Mission Day may renew within 
all Christians communities the joy of the 
Gospel and the responsibility to announce it. 
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PASTORAL 

Month of the Rosary The Rosary 
is prayed before each Sunday Mass. 
Today we pray the Sorrowful myster-
ies. Any volunteers to lead the Ro-
sary are most welcome. There are 
still two more weekends in October 
to volunteer for! Please see Fr Julian 
to volunteer. 

November List of the Dead 
Please pick up a paper for filling in 
your list of the dead, and an enve-
lope. Once again this year, we are 
asking for you to take time to draw 
up your list, and to pray for the dead 
yourselves. Place the list in the enve-
lope, together with a donation, if you 
wish. All the donations go to provide 
a daily Mass for those on the Novem-
ber Lists in our churches, as well as 
further Masses throughout the year. 
The boxes to deposit your envelopes 
will be out next week.   

SOCIAL & OUTREACH New Lunch Club The lunch club 
started on Friday 7th October at Butt 
Lane Community Centre, Lower Ash 
Rd, Kidsgrove from 11am to 
1.30pm. The cost for lunch is £4.50 
and this includes a 3 course meal with 
bingo and games. No need to book 
just turn up and if you missed the 
first one there will be another on 
Friday 21st October. Please pass on 
to friends and neighbours who you 
think may be interested. 

Partnership Parishes Lunch Eve-
ryone is invited from across our Part-
nership to come together for lunch at 
the Chatterley Whitfield pub on Fri-
day 21st October at 12.15pm. Meals 
are to be chosen and paid for on the 
day, no need to book just turn up.  
For lifts offered or required please 
phone Janet (782410) or Jean 
(772983). 

Autumn Fayres Biddulph & Gold-
enhill Fayres are both on Saturday 
19th November this year.  Please 
consider how you can help: new ideas 
are always welcome. We need good 
quality items for the stalls i.e. books, 
bric-a-brac, bottles, cakes on the day 
of the fayres. At English Martyrs’ and 
St Patrick’s, please sign up to help 
out at the fayre. We need as many 
volunteers to hold stalls and to help 
out as possible. 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

This is an initiative that Fr Julian is 
inviting us to embrace in our parish, 
for the renewal of our parishes, to 
transform them into communities of  
faith and mission.  

Where does this idea come from? 

The idea comes from the call of 
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict 
XVI and Francis to bring about a 
‘New Evangelisation’. They have 
seen the way the Church, especially 
in the Western Europe, is dying, and 
they are calling us to have a new vi-
sion of what we should be. 

What is this vision? 

We should be: 
· Alive with faith, living the Gos-

pel, rather than giving only lip 
service to it. 

· Alive with prayer, making our 
churches temples of prayer, the 
liturgy an encounter with God, 
each with a personal life of prayer 
influencing every part of life. 

· Coming to a deeper personal 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and his 
teaching, and the teaching of his 
Church. 

· Reaching out to others to draw 
them to Jesus. Not being content 
to see our parishes die around us, 
and for ‘Catholic’ families to go 
astray, but seeing that God’s call 
is alive today as it was at the time 
of the apostles. 

What is the first stage? 

Today we are inviting parishioners 
from our parishes to ‘come and see’ 
what the Alpha Course is like in a 
Catholic context. There will be a 
session on it at Holy Trinity, New-
castle on Saturday 12th November 
from 10.30am to 3.30pm. We need 
people from our parishes to come to 
this and find out more—there is no 
commitment beyond coming for the 
day, though hopefully parishioners 
will be inspired by this presentation. 
day on 12th November. You can sign 
up today to come to the session, or 
please contact the Parish Office using 
the email address on the front of the 
bulletin. If you need transport to get 
there please let us know.  

parish prayer for  
renovation 

Loving Father, You so loved the 
world that you sent us your only Son, 

that we might believe in him and 
have eternal life.  

May we encounter Jesus Christ anew 
this day and live the Good News with 

joy.  
Though the power of the Holy Spirit, 
help us to “go out to the whole world 

and proclaim” our faith with confi-
dence.  

Give us the courage to witness to the 
Joy of the Gospel by our words and 

actions.  
Help our parish to become more 

welcoming and missionary, so that 
you may be known and loved by all 

people.  
We make this prayer through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
Our Lady, Star of the New Evangeli-

sation, pray for us. 
Bl John Henry Newman, pray for us. 

St Therese of Lisieux, pray for us. 

Vacancy: Cover supervisor 
St Margaret Ward are seeking to 
appoint a Cover Supervisor (term 
time only 32.5 hours; Salary Level 13
-17; Actual Salary £12,307). The role 
requires you to supervise children’s 
learning in a classroom environment 
and help them make progress. DBS 
required. Applicants are welcome to 
visit. Please contact Mrs Wilson 
(Appointments Secretary) on 01782 
883004. 



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: To you I call; for you will surely heed 
me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. 
Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of 
your wings protect me. 
Response to the Psalm: Our help is in the name of the 
Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] May the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, 
so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Ordinary Sundays IV 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are 
on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, 
to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in 
famine. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1076          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£345.00, Non-Gift Aid £163.87, 
Total £508.87. CAFOD £334.27 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £197.00, Non-
Gift Aid £153.21, Total £350.21. 
CAFOD £195.02 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £206.95, Non-
Gift Aid £151.92, Total £358.87. 
CAFOD £305.23 

Second Collections Next Week 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 

Notice the image in the first reading at Mass today. Aaron and 
Hur stand on each side of Moses, holding his weary arms so that 
he can raise the staff of God above his head. Moses is being 
shown here as a figure of Jesus, who also climbed a hilltop, and 
on Mount Calvary stretched out His hands between heaven and 
earth to intercede for us against the final enemy—sin and death. 
Like the Israelites and the widow in today's Gospel, we face 
opposition and injustice—at times from godless and pitiless 
adversaries. We, too, must lift our eyes to the mountains—to 
Calvary and the God who will guard us from all evil. We must 
pray always and not be wearied by our trials, Jesus tells us to-
day. As Paul exhorts in today's Epistle, we need to remain faith-
ful, to turn to the inspired Scriptures—given by God to train us 
in righteousness. We must persist, so that when the Son of Man 
comes again in kingly power, He will indeed find faith on earth.� 

Trinity Sixth Form If you have 
children in your family who are in 
Year 11 and you would like to find 
out more about what is offered by the 
Trinity Sixth Form (the joint sixth 
forms of St Margaret Ward, St John 
Fisher and St Thomas More Acade-
mies), then please come along to one 
of the following Open Evenings: St 
Margaret Ward on 17th October; St 
John Fisher on 19th October and St 
Thomas More on 10th November. 
All Open Evenings start at 7pm with 
an address by the Principal, followed 
by an opportunity to meet and talk to 
staff. 

Nightfever On the last Friday of  
the Year of Mercy, 18th November, 
there will be ‘Nightfever’ - an even-
ing of prayer and evangelisation for 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Kenneth Sebastian Wright who 
will be baptised at St Joseph’s today  
and also to Charlie James Dicker who 
will be baptised at St John’s.  

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Pauline Wright. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul on Tuesday 18th October at 
St John’s at 11.30am. Burial will take 
place at Newcastle Cemetery. 

Please pray for the soul of Pat 
Holmes. A funeral service will take 
place at Bradwell Crematorium on 
Monday 17th October at 2pm.       

Please pray also for the soul of Teresa 
Ball. The Requiem Mass will be of-
fered for the repose of her soul on 
Tuesday 25th October at St Joseph’s 
at 10.30am. Burial will take place at 
Tunstall Cemetery. 

Please pray also for the soul of Mi-
chael Doyle. The Requiem Mass will 
be offered for the repose of his soul 
on Monday 31st October at St Jo-
seph’s at 10.30am. Burial will take 
place at Tunstall Cemetery. 

Requiescant in pace 

APF World Mission Sunday 

Biddulph 125 Club If you would 
like to join the 125 Club or if you 
already have a number and would like 
another, there are 3 numbers availa-
ble. Please speak to Elsie, Vincent or 
Mary.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.55 P Potts; 2nd Prize £10, No.89 
M Kilgariff; 3rd Prize £5, No.180 C 
Taylor. Numbers are always available 
to new members. 

young people at Sacred Heart Han-
ley. 

Closing Event St Gregory’s Long-
ton will host our closing event for the 
Year of Mercy on the afternoon of 
the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday 
20th November. It will include a 
celebration of the works of mercy 
throughout our Deanery, as well as a 
final prayer event. More details soon. 

Study Day A day on ‘The Wisdom 
of Christ: The Source of his 
Knowledge’ on Saturday 26th No-
vember at St Dominic’s Convent, 
Stone. The day will start at 9.30am 
and will be led by Fr Simon Gaine 
OP. Cost £30 (includes tea/coffee). 
For more details contact Sr Valery 
01785 812091/07986 851376 email 
valeryeealker@yahoo.co.uk 


